In 1954, her close relationship with Nathaniel Branden turned into a romantic affair, 
with the knowledge of their spouses. Published in 1957, Atlas Shrugged is 
considered Rand's magnum opus. 


Nathaniel Branden (born Nathan Blumenthal; April 9, 1930 - December 3, 2014) 
was a Canadian-American psychotherapist and writer known for his work in the 
psychology of self-esteem. A former associate and romantic partner of Ayn Rand, 
Branden also played a prominent role in the 1960s in promoting 

Rand's philosophy, Objectivism. Rand and Branden split acrimoniously in 1968, after 
which Branden focused on developing his own psychological theories and modes of 
therapy. 


Hank is unhappy with his manipulative wife Lillian, but feels obliged to stay with her. 
He is attracted to Dagny, and when he joins her for the inauguration of the John Galt 
Line, they become lovers. 


The greatest of the nation's industrialists, Rearden is a steel baron with an 
astonishing capacity to produce. He is also Dagny's lover for most of the novel. 


In keeping with the novel's themes, Hank's love for Dagny is an expression of his 
value system, which is also connected to his love of work and life. But just when 
Hank comes to this epic realization, he loses Dagny to John Galt. 


